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TJAG Sends 
A Monthly Message from The Judge Advocate General 

 
 

JAG Corps Pentathletes 
 
  This month, as the Winter Olympic Games were underway, the Army released a 
visionary concept citing the need for Army “Pentathletes.”  The 2006 Army Posture Statement 
explains that “intellectual change precedes physical change.  For this reason, we are 
developing … ‘pentathletes,’ whose versatility and athleticism – qualities that reflect the 
essence of our Army – will enable them to learn and adapt in ambiguous situations.” 
 

In the past, we have challenged Judge Advocates to be both Soldiers and Lawyers, and 
they always met the challenge.  Today, however, Judge Advocates must be more than  
biathletes.  They must be Warriors, Lawyers, Diplomats, Strategic Planners, and Cultural 
Experts.  Our Paralegals and Civilians must also have many of these same broad skills in 
order to meet the increasing demands of the Army.  In short, to remain relevant in our fight to 
win the Long War, we must develop JAG Corps “Pentathletes” – innovative legal and paralegal 
experts who are capable of performing multiple, diverse tasks in support of our Army, Joint 
Forces, and the Nation. 
 
 Some of you have been performing as pentathletes for several years.  Now it is time for 
us to formally and institutionally prepare the JAG Corps, at the individual and organizational 
levels, to deal with complexity and uncertainty for the foreseeable future.  Our personnel must 
be adaptive and capable of rapidly transitioning between complex tasks with relative ease.  
JAG Corps leaders must train our personnel to solve problems by teaching them “how” to 
think, rather than “what” to think.  This is a time that demands new approaches.  We must: 
 

• Encourage and reward innovative problem-solving.   
• Stay abreast of current events and always be situationally aware.   
• Know foreign cultures and languages.   
• Understand the cultural context in which US Forces operate. 
• Anticipate and articulate the second- and third-order effects of military operations 

and decisions.   
• Actively assist commanders in positively influencing public opinion – both at home 

and abroad. 
 

I am confident that all of you will embrace this call for versatility and innovation, and 
continue to set the standard for professional excellence in all that you do. 
 

 
         SCOTT C. BLACK 
         Major General, USA 
         The Judge Advocate General 
 


